OPTICAL COHERENCE TOMOGRAPHY ANGIOGRAPHY IN EARLY TYPE 3 NEOVASCULARIZATION.
To report the imaging features of Type 3 neovascularization secondary to exudative age-related macular degeneration on optical coherence tomography angiography (OCTA). All consecutive treatment-naive patients diagnosed with early-stage Type 3 neovascularization underwent imaging by color retinal photographs or multicolor imaging, fluorescein angiography, indocyanine green angiography, spectral domain optical coherence tomography, and OCTA. The OCTA features were analyzed and correlated with the findings of conventional angiography and spectral domain optical coherence tomography. A total of 18 treatment-naive eyes of 18 consecutive patients (13 females and 5 males; mean age 81.3 ± 6.0) were included in the analysis. Optical coherence tomography angiography showed lesions characterized by a retinal-retinal anastomosis that emerged from the deep capillary plexus, forming in all 18 eyes a clear tuft-shaped high-flow network in the outer retinal segmentation, finally abutting in the subretinal pigment epithelium space. In 15 of 18 eyes, in the choriocapillaris segmentation, there appeared a small clew-like lesion, which in 2 cases seemed connected with the choroid through a small caliber vessel. Optical coherence tomography angiography of treatment-naive Type 3 neovascularization showed almost constantly a high-flow, tuft-shaped abnormal outer retinal proliferation, frequently associated to a small clew-like lesion in the choriocapillaris layer.